Lack of carcinogenicity of thiamphenicol in F344 rats.
The carcinogenicity of thiamphenicol (TAP), an antibiotic drug, was examined in Fischer 344 rats of both sexes. TAP was given ad lib. in drinking water at levels of 0 (control), 125 or 250 ppm to groups of 50 male and 50 female rats for 2 yr. The treatment did not affect mortality and no toxic lesions were specifically induced. Furthermore, the incidence of tumours in the treated groups did not show any significant dose-related increase as compared with the control group. The results thus indicate that TAP is neither toxic nor carcinogenic, for any organs or tissues of F344 rats when given continuously at levels of 125 or 250 ppm in drinking water for 2 yr.